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A irium of ;q_‘irum.in t.hogld N

gducation. ' ‘ C - .

1 Decembsr 1950 - PEOPLE'S EDUCATION

‘ | By 14 cmu-pﬁu

Rapld stridés have heen made in edncaticnal and cultural afairs
since 1i~eration, but economic reconstruction demands greater offorte
and broader developmer.s in these fields, To assure the wide development
of sducati-n, it is neces ary to heve a firm grasy of Marxism-Lanism

I

and Mato Tse-tung's ® Lhinkinz ' to guide our educzlicnal methods, 3
fmpirical roucation 1s a stumbling block to educational expansion nﬁd
must be f'mdicaned..‘ Howev- r this does not mean we are opposed to
" practical ex erience " in education, which is an entirely dif‘erent
matter.
Bmpiricas educaticen is blind, narrow, doctrinaire and disorganiacd.
i ' These are some ¢l the manifestations of empix'i'c educationg
i : Advocaies of empirical education smuly believe tist their sub;ec'uva
experience in educational work gives them a thorough unders: anding of
educational pr’oblema and local conditions, consequently they conduct
no investigations or resssxehe It carmot, however, be denied that
thev Wave some unde-standing of local conditions and some odm:aﬁcmul
axperimce. But educ ationnl ax;perumco of eme particular pm-iod and
knowledme of conditions in one area are not necessarily appllcublo
at another time snd place, becsuse these vary. Local e ducational
cadres, especislly amomg the older vorkers, have shown serious de- ' |
. o viations in this respect, Long participation im rm!utiann'y work
nade ’chan indifferent t o research, and they acquired a narrew mbjoct.in

outlook. ‘l‘hil should be umnu;md by mm«m cadres,

s
e
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1 December 1950 - PEOPLE'S ETNCATION

By: L1 Chih;ﬁl'iu
SUMMARY

Rapid stridés have been made in educaticnal and cultural afairs
since 1li~eration, but ecommmic reconstruction demands greater afforts
and breader develormern*s in these i‘ie]d}s, To assure the wide developmert
of edncati-n, 1t is neces ary to heove a firm grasr of Marxism-Lanism
and Mato Tse-tung's ® thinkinz ' Yo guide our educational methods.
Bmpdrical ¢aucation 18 a 3tumbling block to educativnal expansion aﬁd
mugt be eradicated. Howev.r this does not mean we are opposed to
" practical ex erience " 4n »ducation, which is an entirely dif‘erent
matter,

Pmpiricas educaticn is blind, narrow, doctrinaire and disorgani.<a.

These are some cof the manifestations of cmpiric educationg

Advocates of empirical education ‘smx\f;ly believe tht their auh‘jec'uva
experience in educational work gives them a thorough unders anding of
educational px;oblema and lecal contitions, coﬁqoqumtly they conduct
no investigations or research, It cannot, however, be denied that
thev Wave some understanding of local conditions and some cmcaiional
expeﬁmqn. But educati&nil e.ré:erimco of ene particular period and
knowledpe of conditions in one area are not nacessarily applicable
at another time and nlace, because these vary, lLocal e ducational
cadres, especially among the 616& workers, have shown sericus de-
viations in this respect, Long participation im revokutionsry work

made them indifferent t o research, and they scquired a narrow subjective

_ outlook, This should be imvestigated by ednostional cadres,

¥
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! The new-democratic primsiples of eincation and investigation end
research should be based om Marxiam-Lonind sm nnd H;n Tee-tung's
thinking, Oreat results hawe been accomplished in research and
investigation simce the central authorities decided to carry out
this program, Thse old empirical educators grudgingly patrticipated
in research and invest {gation, but oniy in’ u' sunerficial way.
These are two exf’mpj ¢s of thelr weaknesses
They po about research and investipation blindly, not knowing
what the problems are and what must be investigated to help eolwe
a particilar pronlem. They neplect to investigate such vital
facte as population of a scheol @ea, manpower, land, cuantity of
hatvest,, livins cond’ bian of the mas«eg, customs and habitwm,
etc. They oather no facts recardine the edue - tional system, $uch as.
school ex;enditures, curricilum, teachers. teachins methods,
; extra-curricular a~t v ties, and such facts as azss, rrad s, and
tpd vidbal difrerances amony, student.s, Without proper investigation,
adncational workers work in the dark,

Secondly empiricists have a nar oW view c;f e ducation. Educ:tion
sho:ld be based on the Marx-Lenin and Mao lse-tung primciple. This means
that students should learn that which is practicals In rural areas

"students studying the national lm@uaze should learn those characters
representine objects that are closest to them, such as their own
name and the name of their viliage etc. In each éub,jecfs,, the con--
; tent taught should be related o those objects and conditions that
are nearest to thﬁ and which can be immediately used, Educatiom,
b howsver, ahénld not stop at this point; it should sdvunce further,
pronmssing fram the simple to the ecamplex, extending fram the
lockl to world, ‘
; Another principle in the new-democratic educstion calls for the ' |
" promotion of * production-education ® and student participation in |

production activities., This principle develops in the student a

{
S resgpect for labor and a ¥ mass " viewpoimt, Moreover it h:lps j
! 10 incresse e ducgtional funds and thus reduce the pecples! i

e,
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!Mm bardan., Since this movemen' for " productioneedusation " and
student participation in production etarted, income in the mew dstricts
have increaseds But in the coursu of this novuant uny mistakes were
; made, At times textbooks couuimd too much material on * prodltuon-
edcuation," and were virtually prodnct.m-handbookl. Students in the
rural ar-es participated more actively in production t han 'tudenta in
the urban areas, C- nasquently urban students require more produ:uon
sct- vities, while raral students require more cultural education.

In _pramting l prodlwtiowod\x:ation,'mphuiu should be given to

w tbov.x;zm.‘-ed\wanion. " Meny schools, for the sake of revenues, empha~
gixad " yromction»educ.,-u on," and as a res:t scholastic achievemernts
were podre ‘

A thorouph -nowleace of capitalist class-education 14 necessary

Lo understand tne ol cduostior and to cstovlish the new, The new
educa’cmnv cannot br budlt without opuosing the capitalist educational
theory of divarcing v {heory " from " practice " 1n the past

many educaters i‘n Yhe old Literated areas did not ‘mde-stand
cepitalist-ciass edation, a8 a result they were priscrers to t ne®,
w}wo practiced this form of education in their own areas,
Ww‘{'ﬁgjricim maniferts itself in edwcation in a doctrinaire and
.dnmatic ‘fashion, Fmpirical-education and dc;ctrinaix'e_cmxcahi:‘n are dif-
ferent, the former regards empiricism as a doctrine while the latter
takes experirnce @3 a doctrin®. Both rerard their own doctrine as

a measurine rod and neither pays any ;ttennion to historical

cenditions or to the cla.hm of the bther, Hmpiricel edwcators

apply superficial nethods {n directing edacstional nctivitiaa.

In sush Smportant mattere as building new achoola, the empiriciste
merely lookd at the mumber of sehoals that existed 1ast year and

decide that the number must increase withoat camsidering Sash

1aive factors as the standard of living and poliucal and
cultur&l leve]l of the inhlbim. ﬁlﬂ‘o are other extrame a:-uples
‘mmuummmmmm-mmm : i

to rural areas and vice-versa. kpirggm must be eradicated and : o

replaced by crutlveneaa 1f education 1s going. to progreu.

| | | “3e.
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'The.fourth manifestation of ewpiricimm in eduoation is
disorganigation, This manifestation doss net mean the sbeerce
of worky 1t.10_ unorganised and chaotio work that i\mpllnn a
great deal of unplannsd activity that produsee mo results,  ° ~
Thera is a lot of helter-akelter, but mo decisions or plans as
to what must receive first priority, Rupmiblu loaders in
educational administratign are concerned with funds and the
‘cadres - both of which are important = but they ne<lect the essential
purpose of education ~ learning, In conferences much time is
censumed in discussing problems that are umrelated to the main
subjects This disord-rliness is reflected emong slementary students
as wsll as students in the middle schools and universities, These
students hold rumberless conferences with endless discussions
‘that produce no conclusions, This 18 s reflection of the small
hourrecise menlality that arises from an unplanned rural econamy
where ;roduction is h;\phazard and individually controlled.
Many, éducntional cadremen came from the small bourgriose class
and %wquite natural that their work reflects this mentality,
Another reason for this disorderliness is the lo¥ cultural
level of educatimal workers whose knowledge of cammon affairs
and of Marx-Lenin principles is meager, P\n'ﬂ'nmdu, sowe ed-
ucational cadres spend toc much time on administrative matters
and neglect research,

These -re same of methods % which eapiricism can be
1

(1)
surmounted; ' Jtrdngthen the tudy of HMarz-lenin principlee and
' historical o
Hao Tpe-tungs * thinkimg ® and pramote d;ghu ndy dLalectical

naterialim, (2) Increase the study of educétional policies go
that educational practices and methods will conform with
polisies, (3) Remould the thimking of the Obmm oadres,
(5) Arrange end classify the uuﬂnu lnd duties of teachers,
There are not ommmm Gm \dﬂl Mﬁcim none-

- ledze and ebility to slevate. oduoatimal work by thmselfes.

It is essential tM all educstiomal organs halp teschers

salve their dumuuu. : _ : ;
ol ~ nd . !
A f A R B w b T ., i
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Finally, t.h’ entire process of eliminating anpiricisa must
be ¢ gradual and not impulsive. .
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